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Trip to America

Wataru Ojima

If you are said “Let’s talk in English from now,” | think that most Japanese cannot do
it including me. There are two main reasons why I think so.

First, we are not able to speak English. In contemporary English education, the
reading, writing and listening abilities are regarded as important part. And that means
that they do not give high value to the speaking ability. Basically, you cannot speak
languages without trying to use them. For example, a pitcher who knows just the kind
of breaking balls can not necessarily throw them without practice. So, we cannot speak
English, while we are only able to read, write and listen.

Second, we are not accustomed to speaking English. Even if you can, you will
probably be reluctant to make a speech in front of audience. That’s because we feel that
we must not make any mistake In America, I talked with an American in English
without hesitation after I experienced some conversation. At that the beginning, I had
little confidence, thinking “I could talk in English.” Having done that many times, little
by little, it leads to more confidence. So I think the more we speak English, the more
confidence we have. Of course, it is true that there is not any other way to communicate
with American for me, trying to speak more is very important.

I felt that Japan is too late to become globalized, in other words, America is really
globalized. In America, many people from many countries communicated with each
other by using a certain language-English. Needless to say, English is not so much an
academic discipline than a “tool”. The goal is above speaking-transmitting what we
want to say.

I am nerves when I have to talk in English in Japan. That’s because there is no good
environment to reach a moderate level, and I do not think it is needed. However, T will
try to practice speaking English more actively as one of the generations that bears the

Japanese future.
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Wonderful experiences in America

BRyuki Omori

We learned a lot of things in America. Probably many friends want to introduce things
about exhibitions and museums. So I'm going to tell you not only about sites but also
about cultures or feelings. I want to introduce 3 points.

First of all, the thing T want to tell you is the language (especially English).

I'm not boasting about myself, but maybe I'm better at speaking English than others.
Thus, before I visited America, I was not worried about my English skills. But when I
arrived, sometimes it was hard for me to catch the words or express my feelings.

I regretted that my English training did not make sense. Therefore, I must improve
my abilities, particularly speaking. I felt that the more important thing is real
experience not just sitting and studying. I think this point of view is also important
when we learn other languages.

Secondly, I speak about foreign culture, Surprisingly, quite a few Americans are
kinder than I expected. For example, when we rode an elevator, many of them greeted
and when we were buying something, many clerks said about own cultures, feelings and
impressions against Japanese cultures (Kyvoto, Totoro, ete.)!!

I was so relieved, though, Japanese rarely say something like that. You know, Japanese
are so kind, but I felt they're not communicative. These days, many people think about
globalism including Japanese. However, I'm concerned about Japanese who lack
communication skills. I think those people cant come with world influence.

Thus, T would be a more active person even if I were so busy.

Finally, I'm going to tell you the most important thing which I noticed in the America.

That is the existence of many friends! To tell the truth, in the past, I was not eager to
study. In addition, I was a person who was proud of being a Tsuyama high school
student but didn’t make efforts. However, when I joined this SSH activity, thig situation
has changed. This was because many of the members were studying much harder than
me. I was impressed by them and from that time, I've been studying hard. Now, I can
study for the difficult universities and I'm eager to study so hard! Speaking of those
wonderful friends, they're so friendly and communicative. For instance, they have a lot
of knowledge or ideas. Usually I felt sympathy for them. All in all, I was able to
experience many things thanks to them and it changed my life. Thus,

[ want to appreciate my supporters including many friends.

I want to play an active role in the world by making use of those great experiences.




Report on the Study Trip to the U.S.

Sumire Mimak1
We took a trip to San Francisco, Boston and Washington, D.C. from the 5th to the

13th in March. It was full of excitement for me and I learned a lot of things there.

1. Harvard University

On March 8th, I went to Harvard University. I took a lecture and gave many
questionnaires to student there. Especially, I was very happy to talk with students
in English through making many questionnaires. They had various objects and
their own opinion. I thought that Harvard students have their own opinion and
more confidence in themselves than Japanese students. I thought I have much

confidence in myself and work hard to fulfill my dream hike them.

2 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

On March 8th, I went to MIT. I saw many robots there. Those robots were made to
help with disabilities, such as a supporting body robot, which works as a person’s
additional foot.

I was impressed the most by the robot which works in dangerous situations where
humans can’t go in and carry goods quickly. Its shape was such as leopard and the
robot can jump the obstacle. Now, disaster breaks out in various parts of the world.
So T thought it was very useful. Also I thought that producing robots that helps

people was wonderful and I wanted to be a person can help people.

3.Findings of this study trip

I found through this trip the importance of English. I met many people of various
countries through this trip. When I talked with them and walked around the
museum, laboratory, I wanted to understand the explanations in detail, and 1
thought I could get more knowledge. So I wanted to improve my English.
I'm very happy that I had a chance to take part in this trip and I will benefit from it

in my future. I want to try hard and contribute to the world.
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The study trip in America

Maki Hirayama

I have wanted to participate in this study trip ever since I entered this school. I felt the charm of

visiting colleges, laboratories and hearing directly the explanation. So I was very happy when I got this

chance. But, on the other hand, my anxiety just kept growing. Can I speak and understand English well?
My anxiety continued until just before the study trip.

Now, let me give you some insight to the study trip.

« Academy of Sciences in San Francisco
We went there on the second day. It was crowded with a lot of people, so it seemed to me that it’s a
popular facility. We made a tour up to the roof of the building, the collections of stuffed specimens and so
on. Especially, I was so excited about the stuffed specimens because | had never seen such a lot of them.
The staff lady was explaining very hard, I felt her eagerness to make it attractive for us. I thought we

must respond to it.

+ Harvard University in Boston

There, first, I gave a questionnaire to students. It was my first time in this study trip to talk with local
people for a longer time. At first, I couldn’t gather the courage to speak to them and missed some chances.
But once I could talle with them, T thought I want to ask questions to more people. When 1 couldn’
understand well, I asked them again, but finally I couldn’ understand. I gave up because I thought it was
rude to ask again. I regret that I didn’t ask for spelling or have their answer written. I showed my
character and Japanese individuality.

Next, T listened to real lectures. I couldn’t find the lecture I had planned to listen to, so I listened to
other lectures. It was very difficult for me to understand in English, I could catch only words, but I took
notes desperately. 1 was surprised about the style that a teacher speaks only without using a blackboard
or a screen. Some students only listened to the lecture, other students took notes in notebooks or a PC. I

could experience the difference between class in this college and the classes I take in Japan.

In this study trip, we had many chances to hear various explanations. Those times, [ felt the people’s
eagerness: they want us to know more and be interested in things. We had to respond to 1t. | came up with
questions, but I couldn’t translate them into English quickly enough. I regret not asking questions. If I go
to a study trip again, I want to visit NASA, I was looking forward to studying in NASA. But 1 was
frustrated when I couldn’t understand completely. So I want to visit NASA again.

[ got confidence when I worked in preparation for this study trip. Taking advantage of this experience, I
want to challenge various things.

I thank the people who supported us.

]
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The Training in America

Teruya Sugiyama

San Francisco

We went to SF first. Buildings built there ,make use of a vast extent of land,they were
not go tall but wide.

We visited a museum ,Academy of Science, in the Golden Gate Park. It stores specimens
for research and exhibits of living animals including insects for the general public,

I was excited to see various animals in water. I found the museum was "an ecological

museum”. For, it uses natural sunlight ingtead of electric lights so on.

Boston

Next, we went to Boston. Buildings built in Boston are different from SF.

We visited MIT ( Massachusetts Institute of Technology ). Frederico who is a student there
showed us many kinds of robots. He told us about robots devotedly and simply.

Lastly, my friend asked him “ Why did you choose MIT ? “ He answered “ I love robots ©
Then, T remembered that He had told us about robots enthusiastically. T thought He really

loves robots, being proud of his study. T was impressed by his spirit.

Washington D.C.
We could see The Capitol which is under construction once in 60 years. We were so lucky !!
We also visited the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History. We can enter the
museum without paying money. We could watch various insects, stuffed mammals, dinosaur

fossil, mummies and minerals. I was so excited to watch a T-rex fossil.

I touched the most advanced technology, American culture, attitude to undertake
challenge. In fact, there are many things I have never seen. I was surprised by many things.

But I also found Japan is so great a country. Japan has great technology, service sprit,
delicious food. I became proud of my country. This experience made me different from what I

was.] want to work for this great country in the future.
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About having learned in the U.S.

Maho Ishizaka
I have learned a lot of things in training overseas. I'll introduce a few here.
First, I felt the difference in human nature between the U.8. and Japan. I was expecting it before 1
went to the U.S, but I was reassured again. American people who I saw were friendly and dignified.
Furthermore, they have a good sense of humor and their own opinions. However, most Japanese

people humble themselves. It was a good.incentive for me to learn different attitudes.

Second, 1 went to a lot of places and learned a lot.

Harvard...I know the view of the students of Harvard from their state of the lecture and their
answers to the guestionnaires. I felt the earnest attitude of the students. When I did some
questionnaires with the students there, I was surprised to find out that I was able to speak with
many foreign students in English. I felt those few days spent in the U.S. changed me a lot. It is that
the answer of one question was different from my expectation and I was surprised at this
questionnaire result. That question is “What is the goal of your life?” [ expected an excellent goal and
magnificent dream in their answer. But actually, it was different. I was surprised.

MIT...The study that a student of MIT showed us was a robot which assisted work and the
movement of a person. I don’t know a lot about a machine and a robot. But I felt the future in his
robot. Because I think it is very helpful in a hospital and on the scene of the disaster. And above alll
felt his eagerness for studies. His talk was a chance to broaden my horizons. In the MIT museum,
there were a lot of inventions which I didn’t hit upon myself. Imagination and creativity are
important. .

NASA...We got explanations about the James Webb Telescope and saw laboratories. 1 looked nto
it and made a presentation about the Goddard space center and the James Webb Telescope in the
prior training. I still wasn't able to understand it them. But I was surprised at the function of
man-made satellite in the explanation, According to the explanation, climate, temperature, the route
of the airplane around the world are sent to the earth immediately. In the laboratories, there was a
container which can show temperature and atmospheric pressure as well as in outer space and [

thought that it was very interesting.

This training oversea gave me a good stimulation. Not to mention English, I was able to learn
about the American culture and science. And I was able to enjoy it above all. I deepened the bonds
with the friends, too. I found I couldn’t often learn alone. I want to make the most of this experience

and everything that I absorbed in this training.
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Impressions of the study trip to the U.S.

Wakana Sayama

Through this trip, [ learned various things.

First, [ learned we should not be afraid of making mistakes. I could not speak to Americans at
first, because I was worried about not being understood. But people there tried to grasp what 1
wanted to say, Even when I talked with wrong English grammar, they told me my wrong point.
Also, when 1 asked questions which were beside the point, they didn’t laugh and answered my
guestions so that I could understand. So, I could speak to people around me in English gradually
without being afraid of making mistakes. I thought that it is important to show a positive

attitude to the person, and not be afraid of making mistakes.

Second, I could find some good points of America. There are many people from various
countries and believe in various religions. So, they accept whatever other’s personality, may be.
There were many people with tattoos and piercing. Japanese react and curse such people, but
Americans don’t care about them. Japanese are very demanding in the looks of others. I realized

that we should have a wider heart and accept any kind of people.

Finally, I was impressed with the American’s pride toward their study and job. The people that
we met in MIT, NASA, and so on, seemed to like their job and have pride in their study. For
example, a woman guide in the Academy of science gave us much information about the
institution and answered many of our questions. She looked like she really loved her job and the
Academy of science, and she studied so much about exhibitions. Some Japanese don’t know
about their job or study deeply, and feel forced to do their job. So, when they are asked about
their job or study, sometimes they can’t answer. If these people had pride and enthusiasm, they
would be able to work more comfortably and solve the problem of stress. It can tell us students
something. If we have pride toward our learning and school, we can study with more satisfaction.

I'learned that Japanese should change their way of thinking in many areas.

Through this trip, I could not only improve my English skills, but also change my outlook and
sense. Also, I could deepen my interest for science. After this trip, I thought that I want to study

many things about science and space in university and to be active abroad in the future.
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Meaning of studying abroad

Ryoto Takeuchi

My theme of this trip was “to find the meaning of studying abroad”. I want to bea
scientist or an astronaut. T often hear that it is better for these jobs to study abroad in
advance rather than in Japan. But, is this really true? I have seen Tokyo University,
Osaka University, and so on. They seemed very good. So, I tried to find good points of
Universities in the USA and introduce some of them.
1. Various thoughts, various ideas

1 had the chance to visit Harvard University and MIT, which are the most famous
universities in the world, I asked some students of Harvard “what is the goal of your
life?” Most of them tried to answer this question and give me many kinds of interesting
answers. So I thought that if I study at Harvard, I can share problems and discuss them
with people who come from many countries. They would have different views. Then, I
may extend my approach to problems and develop better ideas.
2. Much money for study

Harvard University and MIT are very large. In a lab of MIT, there are many machines
which looked very expensive. For these reasons, I thought they must have a lot of money.
I searched it after this trip. As a result, I knew that Harvard University stores about
$32.4 billion!!! It is so much money, isn’t it? So if I enter, I can study very big stuffs with

so much money! It may make my studies really better.

For these points, I think studying abroad is very meaningful. In a few years, I will
study abroad. This trip really motivated me to decide it. Next year, I want someone to be

ingpired like me.

MIT’s s0 cool cheetah!! At Harvard University
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In the National air and space museum

Tomokl Takemura

We visited the national air and space mugeum on school trip. I was able to experience what I could

not experience in Japan. I want to talk about two things.

1. History Of Aircraft

There are many displays. For example, jet fighter, airplane, balloon, and spacecrafts. There is a
real Apollo spaceship. It was rusty and | found it is serious challenge to launch something to space,
and to take spacecraft back to the Harth safely.

There is a display of a way how to grasp where I am, too. With a real measuring instrument and
casy-to-understand explanation, I realized the way how to grasp where I am. With this display, I
learned about an effort toward the sky and the universe of people in those days. And I thought that
arms race leads to advances in technology of aviation, spacecraft etc. For example, the GPS system.

That was invented for military purpose in America. Now, this system is useful in our life.

2. Communication With A Foreigner

I had a valuable experience by riding an attraction fighter together with an American. In the
museum, there is an attraction of simulation of a flying fighter that we could try in pairs. I was
visiting in a group of three people, so I asked an American to ride the attraction fighter with me. I
expected that he would refuse my offer. However, He adopted my proposal. I was able to ride the
attraction. I was worried about whether I can communicate with him because my English is not

fluent. But we could enjoy cooperating in that attraction.

In Japan, many museums don’t exhibit fighters associated with war because war is taboo in Japan.
But American can visit this museum and learn about war without any money. Probably, America
recognizes existence of war. I thought that is a difference between Japan and America.

It was a very important experience to know the history of aviation and spacecraft and to

communicate with American people.
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The Difference of Attitude toward Science

Kentaro Tsujimoto

What shocked me the most in America is that Americans’ attitude toward science is by far
more positive than that of Japanese.

First, they seemed to regard science as a kind of hobby or art. At MIT, we found some
students playing music in a room next to the laboratory and there is the environment where
students can enjoy drawing and sports in their pastime. And we watched pictures which
captured beautiful moment of scientific phenomena like a landsecape at the MIT museum.
Most museums displayed their exhibits, hoping to make people understand and enjoy them.

Second, many Americans have interest in science, though I have to consider that we
visited facilities related to science. A graduated student in MIT, volunteer guides at the
Academy of Science, and a staff in Goddard Space Flight Center explained us a lot of things
about science every time we asked them. I guess we met many women, who are interested in
science. Above all, the number of families with their children who visit museums in America
seemed larger than in Japan. Children enjoyed exhibitions and looked excited.

Now, in terms of science, Japan may not be inferior to America. But in terms of the
environment where future scientists grow, America 1s superior to Japan, for sure. This
difference in conditions will make a big difference in departments of science and technology.
I think we Japanese need to see science and mathematics in a more positive view and I hope
the number of science lover will increase.

It is true that we visited museums around America, but most of them are related to space.
So I felt T watched the same things over and over, It would be better to visit facilities which
work with chemistry or mathematics next year.

I can’t thank enough the teachers and agents who planned our school trip, and the
Japanese government. [ am also grateful for the SSH project because I was able to have
opportunities to see most adﬂ‘anced science and technology.

Finally I want to write some ideas down and finish this report.

I felt Japanese surpasses America in food options. We can eat various food at lower prices
than in America. [ guess, with no doubts, that Japanese food is the most delicious food in the
world. It is said that today’s young Japanese are happier than in any other past period. I
think the variety of Japanese food plays an important role in this situation. “Food diversity”

leads to happiness of mankind.
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Report about my study trip
Shunta Tsumori
Through this trip, I had a lot of experiences. 1 write about particularly impressive

things, because there were so many.

Harvard University
I saw classes there and did a questionnaire.

At first 1 write about the class. 1 took the physics and the economic class at there.
Both were very difficult. In the physics classes, people used words that I did not know
and was able to understand almost none Qf the classes, However, I was able to
understand the economic class because [ knew the words that were used in the classes.
From this, I see that if I knew the word I understood class which is the top level class
in the world.

Fathermore, I want to write about my questionnaire. We asked students about the
reason why they had chosen Harvard University or what the goal of their life. It was the
biggest experience for me in this trip. This is because I really felt my English level 1s
poor, especially my listening ability. In the questionnaire they understood what I said,
but I was not able to catch their answer. The speed in which that they talked was fast
and was not grammatical. So I noticed that ability to listen was very important.

From these two events, I found that I should improve my hearing ability and
vocabulary to study abroad someday.
American culture

I often felt the difference of culture in this trip.

I felt freedom and equality in particular which symbolizes the United States. Because
most museums were free where we went, From this, T thought that any person was
given the opportunity to receive education,

Compared with Japan it seemed the ratio of vagrants is high. So I realized that the
difference between the poverty and wealth is big in the Unifed States. However, many
people showed mercy for the poor, because it is common to support. I think it is very
good and I hope the number of such people will increase in Japan.

The food was not more delicious than in Japan. However, there was another superior
point. It is consideration of religion and principles because the United States is a
multicultural society. For example the explanation whether pork is used or the
consideration to vegetarian. But I felt they did not explain about allergy as they do in
Japan .

I intend to u se what I have learned through this trip for the rest of my life.
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The Report of my Study Trip in the US

Masaiku Miwaka

First of all, I appreciate that I could join this study trip. The reason why I joined this
study trip is to get abilities of communicating actively in English and thinking globally

with many points of view.

Before going to the US, I wondered whether my English could pass or not. I had no
confidence. During the trip, I tried to understand what American people said even I could
hardly listen to what they said. Gradually, I could respond in English quickly. Not only
that, I felt awkward in everyday life because I didn’t hear English conversations in Japan.

So I gained confidence. I learned it was important to try and act positively.

I got to be interested in American culture. This time, we visited San Francisco, Boston,
and Washington, DC. I want to go to other cities. And I want to know the culture more
deeply. T also found Japan’s good points. T learned what we thought was natural in Japan
wasn’t natural in the US. For example, the attitude to customers in the US was worse

than that in Japan. We should be proud of the high level of service in Japan.

At MIT, we met a Japanese man. He was doing research on robots. We asked “What is
the most important thing when you work with foreign people?” He said “The 1S has a lot
of races. I'm one of them. So it’s important to communicate positively and be accustomed to
being a member of them. Now, the globalization is proceeding. It might be difficult for
Japanese to assert ourselves. But I'm going to assert myself because I learned how

important that is through this trip.

My dream is to be a doctor. I think it’s important to have the communication ability and
the determination to help patients. So it might be good to have both American and
Japanese ways of thinking. At high school, 'd like to have a good influence on the other

students. I'm certain this experience will help in my life,
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The Study Trip in The U.S.

Kohei Yamamoto

We got on an airplane to go to The U.S.. In the airplane, 1 was flabbergasted. I wanted to drink
Coca-Cola, so I said “Cola,please.”. Then, surprisingly, the cabin attendant gave me Water!! If T
want Cola, Thad to say “Coke”. In the U.S., Coca-Cola is pronounced “Coke”.

Then, we arrived in San Francisco. There, we went to google, Intel, California Academy of Sci-
ence, and so on. In the CAS, we saw a lot of things that are not available in public. It was really
exciting and helpful. We could learn many things about San Francisco’s history, difficulties in re-
search and so on, '

Next, we arrived in Boston. We went to Harvard University and MIT. When we handed out ques-
tionnaires at the Harvard University, we got nervous but students were very kind, so we could finish
them. Thanks to this experience, we came to speak with local people personally. And we received a
lecture at the Harvard University. But it was very difficult, so we couldn’t understand it. However
we could taste the atmosphere of a high level University. These were very good experiences. And
we went to MIT. In there, we saw a laboratory which wasn’t ordinarily open to the public. There are
a lot of Robots. It was really exciting for me! We asked a lot of questions and the guide answered in
detail and easily, so we understood well.

Finally, we arrived in Washington D.C.. And we went to the National Air and Space Museum.
The most impressive display item was a rocket engine. It was very big and powerful. On the other
hand, The moon stone is anticlimactic. It was flat and smooth. Next we went to receive an explana-
tion about the James Webb Space Telescope. And we saw this laboratory. There was a lot of
largescale experimental equipment. We asked a lot of questions, so we ran late. It was a nice mis-
take. And we went to The National Museum of Natural History. The T-rex’s fossil was very cool.
And mineralogical specimens were very beautiful.

[ felt culture differences in the U.S.. First of all, I was surprised by the culture of the tip. Always
we have to pay tip and it is a little bit expensive for me. And Americans are very generous for better
or worse. Moreover, Americans tend to appear scary, but they are kind and amusing. I and my
friends met a gentleman in the hotel. He asked us “Are you Chinese?”. So I answered “Japanese.”.
Then, he said “Wow!” and talked to us about the good points of Kyoto. According to him, he loves
Kyoto and had been to Kyoto many times. I was happy. I think, I had a good encounter.

We had many good experience through this study trip. ’'m really happy that I could take part in
this study trip.
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The Study Trip in The U.S.A

Rina Toi

This was my first time to travel abroad and T experienced a lot from transportation to science
through my trip. [ will write about some of them that were the most impressive for me.
- Academy of Science |

In this museum, what was the most interesting was the Backyard Tour. During this tour, we saw a
lot of interesting things like hills and bones on the roof, so many bones and fishes in stoxerooms. The
guide told us about their studies and why they collect so many bones and fishes. Especially, she told
us about the whale in detail and I was really surprised that a whale can be identified with just a part
of its baleen. Also, there were interesting exhibits like the Sea of Skulls and various bones.
+Harvard University

At Harvard University, we attended lectures and conducted a survey questionnaire. On the way to
the lecture room, we faced some problems but eventually, we managed to arrive there. The lecture
was so difficult that T could only understand a little but it was very interesting. After that, we walked
around and asked people to answer the questions. We plucked up our courage to speak to someone
albeit many of them were in a hurry and had no time to answer us. Through this experience, I
realized that 1 can speak English and don’t need to afraid of speaking in English at all.

- Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum
Tn this Museum, I saw a Zero Fighter for the first time. There were various bullets and uniforms

in the same room. I learned what the American army was like and about World War 2, It was very
interesting to see the Japanese army as a foreign army and I learned about it better.
*Others

We went to listen to jazz at the San Francisco Jazz Center on the first day. The songs were
beautiful, Tt was difficult to understand what the singer was singing or speaking, but I tried to
understand her and [ could a little.

On our way, we saw some people playing music on roads. It made me think about why there are

less people like that in Japan. Maybe it’s just because of my lack of knowledge.

I learned a lot from this trip and I decided to learn foreign languages. Through this trip (including
prior learning), my English skills have improved and T got interested in the history of Japan and other
countries, the differences of food, culture, industry, climate and so on. I owe those great experiences

to my family, teachers, friends and other people who helped us.
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Report of the Study Trip in America

Kokoro Nakashima

This trip was one of the most exciting experiences of my life. I visited various facilities
and cultural buildings and learned American culture and a new sense. I'll talk about

some impressive things.

1. Harvard University

At Harvard University, first, we carried out a survey. Every student was polite and
corresponded to my poor English with kindness and eagerness. I felt the generosity
which is typical of America where many different races of people live, What I was
surprised at the most was that they tried to learn something even from strange foreign
high school students like us. ‘

After doing that, unfortunately, we couldn’t take any lecture. So we visited Harvard
Museum of Natural History. (When I read a map, I found it by chance.) There is a huge
amount of exhibits such as stuffed specimens of ail kinds of animals, dinosaur fossils,
insect specimens, and minerals. | was digsappointed that I couldn’t take any lecture, but
T had a meaningful time. T thought Harvard University is as wonderful as I had

expected.

2. California Academy of Science

We took part in a backyard tour, Of course the exhibitions were great, but after seeing
the backyard. I realized that its exhibitions are only one part of many interesting things
they research.

Half a day was too short to see all exhibitions, but it was a valuable experience.

In this trip, I learned about America and realized good points of Japan again. Grace
and sensitive consideration of Japanese is characteristic and we should be proud of
them. And I learned a lot from friends, too.

I'd like to make use of this experience and be a capable person who can play an active

part in the world.

Finally, I wish to express my deep appreciation to teachers, friends, my parents, and

all people who supported me.
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The study trip in America

Miho Furuta

O The museums in America

I went to some museums during this trip, I was most impressed by Harvard Museum
of Natural History. I had expected it to be small-scale because it was in the university.
However there were a lot of specimens (about 12,000) and very big ones such as a giraffe
and dinosaurs.
[ was able to see many precious stones. I was surprised about how they were displayed..
i fhey are displayed in Japan, probably they will be strictly guarded.

But there, they were in a thin glass box and we were able to touch the big ones.

(O The people in America

The people in America, especially in Washington D.C. (the capital of America), were
very kind to us Japanese. '
For example, a shop assistant said to me “Are you Japanese? I can speak Japanese a
little.” And another asked me “What do you call ‘thank you’ in Japanese?”
When I was troubled with the calculation of change at a supermarket, there was even a
clerk who gave advice to me.
I supposed that they are used to have relationships with people who are different from

themselves because there are people of various races and religions there.

(O Differences between Japan and America
During this trip, I knew many excellent things about America.On the other hand, 1
also realized good points of Japan again.
I thought theservice in Japan is much better than that in America.
For example when we get out of a train.
While all flight attendants said “Thank you.” to ﬁs in Japan, some of the flight

attendants talked with each other and didn’t see us in America.
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I'm very happy that I had a chance to take part in this trip and T will benefit from it in
my future. [ want to try hard and contribute to the world.,
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